United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 109 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 151

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2005

No. 111
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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LATOURETTE).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 8, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVEN C.
LATOURETTE to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Fifteen years ago today, the world
took notice and celebrated the reunifi-
cation of Germany. This marked the
end of coldness in Europe and a re-cre-
ation of relationships that have contin-
ued to flourish.

Lord of history and God of creation,
strengthen in each nation of the world
and in each person healthy, honest, and
lasting relationships.

Certain moments in life exhort us to
be more connected to others. The mem-
ory of 9/11 and now the enormous chal-
lenge facing us as a result of Hurricane
Katrina stir within us all the impor-
tance of living beyond self and being
connected to others.

Send Your sustaining and creative
spirit upon this Chamber and the Na-
tion. Lord God, may we find strength
by reaching out to the weak, find bless-
ing by opening our hands and our arms
to the helpless, and find fulfillment by
connecting ourselves to others. Help
us, O Lord, to find allies who will fill
the vacuum of evil.

This we ask now and forever. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. POE led the Pledge of Allegiance
as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 881

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to have my name re-
moved as a cosponsor of H.R. 881.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain five 1-minute
speeches on each side.

———

STOP POINTING FINGERS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, soon after
the country became aware of the devas-
tation that Katrina caused on the Gulf
Coast, the personal attacks on our Na-
tion’s leaders began. We have heard
constant criticism of the Federal Gov-

ernment for the past week, and we need
to get past pointing fingers.

The fact of the matter is that
progress is being made. We know that.
More than 45,000 lives have been saved,
including over 23,000 saved by the U.S.
Coast Guard alone. Over 273,000 citizens
have been evacuated. Nearly 600 shel-
ters have been established, housing
182,000 people, and more than 71,000 per-
sonnel are on the ground who have
helped deliver more than 11 million
meals and 18 million liters of water.

We are making progress, but the task
is not over. Water is being pumped out
of the city, and the evacuation of New
Orleans is almost complete. Our per-
sonnel are working 20-hour days to en-
sure that every person is safe and
sound.

The bottom line, Mr. Speaker, is that
while some people choose to point fin-
gers, America is doing what it does
best: coming together for one another
and helping each other during times of
disaster.

————
EMPLOYING PEOPLE WHO WERE
DISPLACED BY HURRICANE

KATRINA

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, for the
people of the Gulf Coast region who
were stricken by Hurricane Katrina,
there is less to the emergency supple-
mental than meets the eye. I mean
that exactly zero dollars of the $50 bil-
lion Congress will send today for emer-
gency relief and temporary construc-
tion will be used for employing people
displaced by Hurricane Katrina. How-
ever, the administration is not with-
holding anything from Halliburton.
Halliburton received a no-bid contract
immediately after the hurricane. Yet
the CBO estimates 400,000 people were
made unemployed by the hurricane
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with no hope in sight of regaining their
former jobs because their workplaces
were destroyed.

For the region, the economic devas-
tation is on par with the effects of the
Great Depression. At that time Presi-
dent Roosevelt asked for a National In-
dustrial Recovery Act with which the
government put millions of people
back to work rebuilding the country’s
infrastructure. That is what the hurri-
cane-demolished region needs today.
The people of the region who have lost
their livelihoods should be given a pref-
erence in hiring for the Federal dollars
spent, and the Federal dollars should
be conditioned on local hiring targets.

But this is not a New Deal adminis-
tration. Instead of leveraging Federal
tax money to put people back to work,
this administration is content to send
Halliburton billions of dollars in no-bid
contracts.

——————

SALUTING THE NATIONAL GUARD

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
thank and salute those members of the
National Guard for the tremendous ef-
forts they put forth in Hurricane
Katrina relief efforts. They have tire-
lessly devoted their time and energy
working around the clock to support
neighbors, Americans who have been
affected by this unfortunate dev-
astating event.

Altogether, there are over 45,000 Na-
tional Guard personnel on the ground
or aboard ships supporting the massive
relief efforts that continue to take
place. Members of the National Guard
have provided widespread search and
rescue, evacuation, medical support.
They braved the dangers of flood wa-
ters and have been faced with unimagi-
nable situations to evacuate over 50,000
people and rescue 11,000 from hotels,
rooftops, and floating debris.

I want to specifically commend and
thank the 155 members of the 8th Bri-
gade of the Texas National Guard.
Under the command of Colonel Donald
Petrash, the 8th Brigade is stationed at
12 different shelters helping evacuees
from Louisiana in southeast Texas.

Mr. Speaker, the National Guard and
Reservists are vital to our commu-
nities especially during these times.
This is just another reminder that we
must never forget about our citizen
soldiers.

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
CONGRESS

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today
Congress will vote to borrow $51.8 bil-
lion as a down payment on the relief,
rescue and recovery effort, a sum
which could reach $200 billion.

It is the responsibility of this Con-
gress to oversee the administration’s
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disbursement of these funds and to
make certain it goes to the victims and
appropriate expenditures and not dis-
aster profiteering. Likewise, Congress
must safeguard against opportunists,
some even in our own ranks, who would
use the disaster for their own petty po-
litical ends.

In fact, in light of the huge costs, the
big run-up in the deficit that we are
about to see, some on the other side of
the aisle are suggesting this makes the
case for tax cuts for the wealthiest in-
vestors in America, those who earn
more than $300,000, have estates worth
more than $6 million. They say that
those tax cuts will provide economic
stimulus that will trickle down on the
people of New Orleans and Mississippi.

They have been trickled on more
than they can stand. We need an appro-
priate, compassionate, and cost-effec-
tive recovery effort, not more tax
breaks for the most privileged among
us who were not affected.

———
HURRICANE KATRINA

(Mr. FOLEY of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I would
like us all to tone down the rhetoric
and start thinking of the victims. I
watched Cokie Roberts yesterday, a
proud Democrat, from one of the leg-
endary Democratic families of this Na-
tion, on Fox News, not casting asper-
sions, not seeking to blame anybody.
She had personal tragedy in that they
had lost their homes. But she was calm
and considerate and thoughtful and
reasonable, asking us to come together
as a Nation to help the victims of this
hurricane.

We have other leaders going on TV
calling the President dangerous. After
9/11, we joined hands and prayed. We
were considerate, courteous, and, most
important, we were Americans. We had
four hurricanes in Florida, so I know
what it is like to be damaged by a
storm.

What is worse after this event is the
damaging words of our colleagues dis-
paraging the institution, disparaging
the President, and bringing shame on
this House. Our victims and our fami-
lies deserve better.

——
AN ADMINISTRATION IN DENIAL

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, since
Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf
Coast, the Nation has gotten used to
hearing an administration in denial.
Two nights ago, Congress got a first-
hand view when six Cabinet members
came before the House of Representa-
tives and described a picture-perfect
Federal response to Katrina. But as
Americans have watched the tragedy
unfold on their television screens, they
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learned to differentiate rhetoric from
reality. The sad, yet unmistakable,
truth is that the Federal Government
failed the people of the Gulf Coast,
both in the years before the hurricane
and in the days after it. The American
people get it; but, unfortunately the
administration does not.

This is not a time for finger-pointing
or political posturing. Neither is it a
time to stick our heads in the sand and
pretend that the government has per-
formed admirably. It has not, and the
administration should stop pretending
otherwise.

The stakes are too high to continue
heading along this road without asking
how we got there. The President needs
to explain to the American people why
we can trust this same team to ade-
quately deal with the crisis that con-
tinues to face millions and cost bil-
lions. Congress needs to establish an
independent commission to ensure that
the American people learn the truth.
We simply cannot afford any more mis-
takes.

————

FUNDING TO REBUILD AFTER
HURRICANE KATRINA

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, Katrina
breaks my heart. When I consider its
tragic aftermath, the ancient parable
comes to mind: ‘““And the rains de-
scended and the flood came and the
winds blew and beat against the house
and it fell with a great crash.”

For most American families, when a
tree falls on your house, you tend to
the wounded, rebuild, and then figure
out how you are going to pay for it.
Later today Congress will continue
funding the work of relief and recovery
for Hurricane Katrina, and well we
should, by speeding more than $50 bil-
lion to FEMA and other agencies.

But as we tend to the wounded, as we
begin to rebuild, let us also do what
every other American family would do
in like circumstances and expects this
Congress to do: let us figure out how
we are going to pay for it.

Congress must ensure that a catas-
trophe of nature does not become a ca-
tastrophe of debt for our children and
grandchildren.

———
HURRICANE KATRINA

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, last week-
end I went to the floor of the Astro-
dome to work with some of the evac-
uees. I have never been so inspired by
people of courage and grace and great
dignity.

On the way home on the flight from
Houston to DC, there were 10 evacuees
headed for Florida. In the middle of the
flight, a young man took out a razor
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